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‘one of -Newport's well-known. eye-
SOTes” into & community arts cenmre
will soon be realised,

Hobsons - Bay council fast - week
donated $20.000 for materials as part
of a0 Victoria University communily
initintive program to. clean up the
+ tlerelict: Newport substation building.

The university has also commitied
SRO.000 in - labour through the work
for the dole program 10 begin cleanup
works, supervising 53 people on the
site from Saturday, :

Announcing - council’s . funding,
Hobsons Bay mayor Councillor Brad

LONG-uwaited: plans 1o ‘tmhsfonn‘

Matheson said the substation hadlong
been seen as u blight on the eity.
~The plans have been the four-year
vistoir of Hobsons Bay residents Mr
Durrens:  Williains . and My Nigel
Edwands, co-founders of the Hobsons
Bay = Conununity.~ Ans ~ Ceitre
(HBCAC). They argued that unjess
the heritage value of the building was
restored, it would be subject to further
vandalism.

The HBCAC has secured a 25-year
community lease of the bmldmg from
landowner Victrack.

“The centre, once established. will

provide a venue “Tor all members of
our community. to- Jeamm and: partici- -

“pale in sli-aspects of the arts; as well
a8 “providing . employment opportun-

Mr Williams said.

1t is estimated more than $1 million
will’ be needed 1o carry out initial
works 10 the .. building, including

ities,

“restoring windows and the interior.

Later stages will include the instal-
lation-of artists studios and a coffee
shnp!rcctpimn area.

Built in- 1915, the Jandmark buxld-
ing i5 one of the oldest and largest
substations- in the: metropolitan sys-
tenis, formerly- supplying - elecirifi-
cation 1o the overhead hnes during the

“adoption” of “clectric ‘power of Mel-
bourne’s suburban rail network,

ransiormatmn plan: Brad Mathecon '\ugel Edwards and Darren w; liams at the suhs:at one
rbe-community ans hub.






