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New era d:
By.Vaughan:Mawbey

HOBSONS Bay. counciller
Steven Kingshott is looking for-
ward to the day: when the New-
port railway substation is trans-
formed into an arts:centre. -

At an open day at the sub-
station’, last’ Sunday, he. told a-
crowd.of 500 people: “You can
‘imagine; just.by Jooking at-this
superb old building, what it will
be. like: when -complete- - alive - -8
with music; dance, drama, visual
arts, literatare, film: and. Toulti-
media, heritage and. crafts. ...

“An auditoriurm. will host.per-
‘formances, a wealth of artworks
will ‘be displayed in the gallery
and  people will gather at. the
.cafe and restaurant.”

_Cr Kingshott presented a
cheque: for. $20,000 from the
council to local residents Darren
‘Williams_ and ‘Nigel Edwards,
who are the driving forces
behind the substation project
and who have secured a further
$20,000-“in- kind” sponsorship. :
‘He said tHe money would enable
the site to be.cleaned upiin
prepa.ratlon for a VicUni:frai
ing program that would al
to-53 .people to. build the
stage of the arts ¢

expected to take 10 year an
‘be *a-real boon”
Newpott~area, Cr King
said. On' completion*it
brmg visitors to the loc:
increasing trade and -creating’
more jobs; . 3

Terry Bracks, the w1fe
Premier, said the project 3

substation’ had been-“a blight”
on the local area, she said. : ’

“This ‘project will eventuallya» appreciate,” Mrs,Bracks said.
transform the substation intea - *Cleaning up swhat can~only
.. community arts hub for all Hob- be described as an eyesore will .
) i d - also ensure that the neighbor-

~protected’ -and-improved for its
residents and for the people who
visit the Tocal area.” .






